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A great deal of old Russian cartographic materials - maps, drawings, charts, textual description of territories had been found in different archives and libraries, described and introduced into scientific practice thanks to various researches carried out in the last quarter of the 20th century.

More then thousand of cartographic documents of the period before 18th century became known by the present. Observing of their contents allowed concluding that their authors had been attempting to solve the following tasks:

· to state the land borders of  different levels;

· to definite and describe the routes  and other natural and man-made communications;

· to present the cartographic images of populated areas, towns and fortifications;

· to present the territories of the whole country and its administrative parts. 
The majority of early Russian cartographical works of the 16th , 17th  and early 18th centuries represent general view of the country’s land, its settlements, hydrographic red, frontiers, roads and distances, waterways; draw selected towns, cities, fortresses and land holdings.
Ill.1 The Drawing of the Town of Kashin
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 The main characteristic features of the early Russian maps were their pictorial graphic design (Ill.1) and the presence of a number of written explanations devoted to explain perspective images and their space distribution.
 Notwithstanding the fact that up to the present day there is no evidence of the existence of any official written instructions for mapping the Old Russian maps were very similar in many respects.  Their contents strikes with a wealth of information details; similar means are used to represent the variety of the Nature features and what is more important to accentuate a clear visual perception inhere in the early Russian maps. Let us try to consider what the methods to achieve these goals were. At first Old Russian cartographers tried somehow or other to represent property of the Nature by means of letters, simple drawings and then with the help of special signs.

The first sets of cartographic signs appear in the Old Russian charts in the middle of the 17th century. The following maps may be citied as examples of this: “The drawing of the cavern of Reverend father Antony” (1661), the maps of Chart books of S. Remezov (1698-1701). 
“The drawing of the cavern of Reverend father Antony” is the first hitherto known Russian map where the legend was used. (Ill. 2). The other remarkable feature of this map was the fact of its printing.  About all Russian early drawings were manuscript, but this copy was wood engraved. One more peculiar feature of this item is using of the scale, placed up in the left corner of the map (Ill. 3).Such details are rather rare for Old Russian maps. 
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The set of signs consists of the names of objects placed in the map and their letter or sing symbol.  It seems to be interesting that the names are located before the symbol.

The national cartographic tradition has formed during the long practice of mapmaking. It comprehended the combination of different methods: linear measurements with help of ropes and chains on field surveying;  simple angle compass measurements on route, river and seashore surveying;  depiction the Earth's surface relative to landscape details;   the dominate orientation toward the south; indication of scale by detailed description of metric properties in days en route or versta (mile). Important characteristic features of old Russian mapping were also:  using different scales within a single map, presence of numerous textual descriptions. The famous Siberian scientist Semyon Remezov joined all the variety of original national cartographic traditions in his brilliant works. His masterpiece “The Drawing Book of Siberia”  brightly expressed and generalized all these peculiar features of Russian cartography and was the next item concluding several sets of cartographic signs.
The first one prefaces the atlas. It is called “Catalogue” (Ill.4) and constitutes the key to the letter symbols used in the maps. The next sets are given in the Town plan – coloured “The Drawing of Tobolsk”  (native Town of  S. Remezov). The plan presents town districts with a high level of detail. Every building, church and street is indicated by letter symbolic, natural features outside the city are described by the textual notes. But the most interesting feature of the atlas consists in the fact that the complete list of cartographic signs really used in the “The Drawing Book of Siberia” greatly more then cited in the “Catalogues”.
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Ill.4. The “Catalogue” from “The Drawing Book of Siberia”
That is the reason of great importance to analyze and compare specific features of using of cartographic signs, their sets and design on the early Russian geographical images of the 17th century, on the drawings by S. Remezov and several map examples of 18th century.

























Ill. 2-3.  The legend and the scale of “The drawing of the Cavern of Reverend father Antony” 











